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Law And Education in Israel
Zaki Kamal
The Academic Arab College for Education in Israel — Haifa

“With your degree of law from New York University School of Law comes a tremendous responsibility:
the broad and unwaivable obligation to use the empowerment of your professional education to help
those less fortunate than you, to fight for real, positive, change, to give back to your community —
other words, to make the world a better place”’

Abstract

In these troublesome times (the election of Donald Trump and the Brexit in the UK) in which the democratic
countries of the world in general and the Israeli society in particular are at the height of social and political
disorientation, when a lack of trust in public institutions prevails, when the country has to deal with deal with
crime and violence and the collapse of value systems, then it is all-important to deal with the situation by devoting
time and resources to education in order to expose the good of man, to preserve the cultural and educational values
of society and improve and strengthen society so that its social and cultural infrastructure will lead to scientific
achievements.

This calling is not simple, but possible. We are obligated to cultivate the existing situation by educating our
children, by installing positive and optimistic values that provide a strong basis for cultivating a better and just
society, a society whose offspring are not violent and are not exposed to violence, rather they are taught about
tolerance and love for others. These children will become adults with the ability to cope with difficulties and the
ability to contribute from their skills to society. These skills should be taught by applying a model of imitation- one
of compassion and benevolence, by educators, teachers, jurists, scientists, and all cultural contacts.

The education system is not only an organization which consists of kindergartens, schools, community centers
and others. But rather it embodies an inclusive broader system of governmental ministries, kindergartens, schools,
institutions of higher education, Torah institutions and others. The purpose of the decrees of education is to regulate
the legal relations between all of these bodies and the students, including the regulation of relations between family
members within all aspects of education. The list of topics that the laws of education should apply to embraces a
broad spectrum such as the rights of children, freedom of expression, freedom of religion and conscience, freedom
of occupation and academic freedom, and the management of institutions of higher education.

The laws of education interlock the borderline between human rights and public law. This situation is even more
complex because it is not a regular human right, since the state also dictates rights concerning the education system.
Thereby, education is a social tool of the country which raises people to abide by its laws and regulations. In this
manner, countries ensure their preservation and future existence. Additionally, citizens too harbor expectations that
the state will activate the education system in order to meet and fulfill certain needs.

Keywords: Education, Law, Israeli Law, Education Law, the Institution of Legal Education, Citizenship Studies,

Legal Education.

1. John Sexton, N.Y.U, The Law School Magazine Spring (1995), p. 46
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